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Economic Justice Australia is the peak organisation for community legal centres that provide
specialist legal services for people about their social security issues and rights.

Our vision is a fair social security system in Australia.

Our theory of change
Our final goal is an equitable society where everyone can participate at their full potential. We believe
that everyone has an equal right to receive economic support when we hit challenges along life’s
journey. Further, we believe that everyone has the right to participate in the community. 

For this to be achieved, we need a responsive and robust social security system that acts as a safety
net (swiftly and effectively) and a life raft enabling people to move from crisis to a place where they
can thrive. 

For this, we need an accessible and just legal system that provides for and ensures rights and
entitlements, and enables equitable access to social security for all community members. 

For this to happen, people must understand their individual rights, know how to exercise those rights,
and have a voice on their social security needs that is heard. 
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ABOUT ECONOMIC
JUSTICE AUSTRALIA

Economic Justice
Australia’s role in this is to
support member centres
to deliver high quality legal
services. Further, we
advocate for positive
change, providing advice
to government on social
security reform, as
informed by the work and
experiences of our
members, to strengthen
the effectiveness and
integrity of the social
security system.

An equitable
society where
everyone can
participate at

their full potential

A responsive and robust social
security system that acts as a safety
net and enables people to move from
crisis to a place where they can thrive

An accessible and just legal system

People understand their rights, how to use them
and have a voice

Activities: Support member centres to deliver high quality legal services. 
Advocacy and advice to government on social security reform to

strengthen the effectiveness and integrity of the social security system.



the right of all people in need to an adequate level of income support which is protected by law;
the right of people to be treated with respect and dignity by Centrelink and those administering
the Social Security and Family Assistance system;
the right to accessible information about Social Security and Family Assistance rights and
entitlements, obligations and responsibilities;
the right to receive prompt and appropriate service and Social Security and Family Assistance
payments without delay;
the right to a free, independent, informal, efficient and fair appeals system;
the right to an independent complaints system;
the right to independent specialist legal advice and representation; and
the right to natural justice and procedural fairness.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are the traditional owners of the land. We respect
the experience and cultures of Australia’s First Nations peoples, and we will work with First
Nations people and community-led organisations to overcome the systemic disadvantage faced
by Indigenous people.
We recognise the inherent dignity, and equal and inalienable rights of all human beings.
We respect and value diversity and promote the need for a compassionate, fair and inclusive
Australia.
We value the voices of the people we serve and will work to ensure that these voices are heard
by our own organisations, by government and by the wider society.
We represent the interests of disadvantaged people in Australia and fearlessly promote and
defend those interests through evidence-based, non-party political advocacy.
We act with honesty, openness, integrity and impartiality.

Our principles
Our work recognises the right to social security contained in article 9 of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) to which Australia is a party.

A fair social security system is based on:

Our Key Values
Economic Justice Australia is committed to the following key values:

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
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Our members
We have a national membership of 20 community organisations that specialise in social security law
and its administration. 

Photo: Economic Justice Australia members at 2022 internal conference



Economic Justice Australia Secretariat
Chief Executive Officer
Leanne Ho (0.5 FTE) 
Law Reform Officer
Linda Forbes (0.6 FTE)
Policy and Communications Officer
Emily Singh (0.25 FTE, 6 month contract)
Project Officer
Lucia Mai (0.2 FTE, 6 month contract)

OUR PEOPLE
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Photo: (clockwise from top left) Lucia Mai, Emily Singh, Linda Forbes, Leanne Ho

Economic Justice Australia Board
The Board members during the financial year ended 30 June 2022 were:
Chairperson - Genevieve Bolton OAM, Executive Director/Principal Solicitor, Canberra
Community Law
Vice Chairperson - Katherine Boyle, Executive Director, Welfare Rights Centre
Treasurer - Kate Beaumont, Executive Officer, Welfare Rights and Advocacy Service 
Secretary - Michael Murray, Solicitor, Townsville Community Law (resigned 14 June 2022)
Ordinary Board Member - Abby Cone, Townsville Community Law (replaces Michael Murray but
not formally appointed until 12 July 2022)
Ordinary Board Member - Emma Cvitak, Solicitor, Barwon Community Legal Service 
Ordinary Board Member - Natalie Ross, Principal Solicitor, Welfare Rights Centre
Ordinary Board Member - Rhea Thomas, Solicitor, Welfare Rights and Advocacy Service
Independent Board Member - Mitra Khabaz, Deputy CEO of Host International
Independent Board Member - Irini Shnody, Financial Controller for Telstra



Economic Justice Australia has been incredibly fortunate this year to have had the benefit of an
experienced and expert Secretariat Team. Linda Forbes’ work in this area is legendary, having spent
decades doing social security casework and policy work, and Emily Singh joining the team this year
having previously worked as a Principal Solicitor at an Economic Justice Australia member centre.
The policy engine of the Secretariat was well supported by Lucia Mai, Economic Justice Australia’s
project officer, and our pro bono partners Hall & Wilcox and Wotton + Kearney.  On behalf of
Economic Justice Australia’s membership, I would like to extend our thanks to Leanne, Linda, Emily,
and Lucia for their magnificent work. To our pro bono partners, thank you for your generous
contributions to our work during this reporting period.

The comprehensive work undertaken by Economic Justice Australia’s Secretariat during this
reporting period is outlined in Leanne’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO) report. Leanne’s CEO report
tells a powerful story of numerous submissions being made to Senate inquiries and other
Government reviews and inquiries, the completion of three research reports and the many effective
and productive meetings with the Department of Social Services (DSS), Services Australia, Ministers,
Shadow Ministers and other Members of Parliament and key stakeholders. It has been pleasing to see
an openness from Government to consider and in some cases progressing the recommendations and
proposals we put forward this year. Significantly, Economic Justice Australia’s work over many years 
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Magnificent is how I would describe the work of
Economic Justice Australia over the last 12
months.

Under Leanne’s outstanding leadership, Economic
Justice Australia has gone from strength to
strength and has punched well above its weight.
Economic Justice Australia continues to be at the
forefront of advocating for positive changes in the
design of the social security system and reforms to
social security law and policy to make it a fairer
and more effective system. Thank you to all our
member centres, whose contributions ensure that
Economic Justice Australia’s work is informed by
the lived experience of those interacting with the
social security system each day. 

Photo: Genevieve Bolton, Economic Justice Australia Chair

MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIR OF THE BOARD



E C O N O M I C  J U S T I C E  A U S T R A L I A  |  2 0 2 1 / 2 2  A N N U A L  R E P O R T 0 8

contributed to the abandonment of the bill extending the four-year newly arrived residents waiting
period to carer and family payments this year. We also welcomed the recent establishment of the
Royal Commission into Robodebt.

The volume, depth and effectiveness of the work undertaken by Economic Justice Australia during
this year has been nothing short of extraordinary, particularly given the Secretariat staffing was
equivalent to just over one-and-a-half full-time workers.

Thank you to our funder, the DSS for its ongoing support to Economic Justice Australia. Efforts to
diversify and grow Economic Justice Australia’s income base continue, with funding this year from
the Kapscalu Rejenerative Fund and the Shepherd Foundation. Huge thanks to both philanthropic
funders for your support. Many thanks to Katherine Boyle, Economic Justice Australia’s Vice
Chairperson who has worked closely with Leanne to progress this work.

The decision made by Economic Justice Australia’s membership at our last Annual General Meeting
to expand and diversify the Board’s membership is already yielding significant dividends. This year,
two independent members, Mitra Khabaz and Irini Shnody, joined Economic Justice Australia’s
Board. The Board’s collective expertise and capacity has been significantly enriched through Mitra
and Irini’s contributions to our deliberations this year.

Thank you to Michael Murray, who stepped down as the Board’s Secretary just before the end of the
financial year, for his commitment to the Board and the many contributions he made. As always,
many thanks to my other Board members, with particular thanks to Katherine Boyle for being a
wonderful Vice Chair, going above and beyond to support the work of Economic Justice Australia’s
Secretariat during the year.

I can’t wait to see what the next year brings!

Genevieve Bolton, OAM
Chair, Economic Justice Australia
September 2022
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As we all move beyond immediate pandemic crisis
response into recovery mode and planning for the
future, Economic Justice Australia is focusing its
research and advocacy efforts on two areas of reform
that will require fundamental change to the social
system and the way services are delivered – gender
equality and automated decision-making.

Outdated ideas of relationships and gender roles
underpin the social security system’s method for
working out entitlement to payments according to whether or not someone is a member of a couple.
The income and assets of an intimate partner or ex-partner can knock out a victim/survivor’s eligibility
for any Centrelink payment and force them to be financially dependent on their abuser. This so called
‘member of a couple rule’ can mean that victims/survivors of domestic violence, mostly women and
their children, are left with a terrible choice: either leave the violence and fall into deep poverty or
stay/go back to the violence. 

Recognising the difficult nature of fundamental system reform, Economic Justice Australia has
developed a legislative brief which proposes achievable amendments to the Social Security Act that
would assist victims/survivors of domestic violence to access critical income support. These reforms
are based on key recommendations in our research report, Debts, Duress and Dob-ins, which examines
how Centrelink compliance processes can impact victims of domestic violence and be used as a
weapon by perpetrators of violence. The legislative brief provides government with actions it can take
toward achieving measurable targets which we believe should be included in the new National Plan to
End Violence Against Women and their Children, and in associated action plans. It is crucial that the
Plan includes priority actions to promote economic security for victims/survivors of domestic violence
in the form of social security income support; income security is fundamental to escaping domestic
violence and achieving safety.

The Robodebt class action settlement brought some justice for victims of what the Federal Court
called a massive failure of public administration. However, the settlement amounts paid to many class
action members were tiny, being limited to interest forgone on amounts repaid. Class action members
were not compensated for pain, suffering and distress, and people who did what they were told and
provided payslips to Centrelink, enabling calculation of a valid debt, received nothing at all from the
class action settlement. Economic Justice Australia welcomes the Robodebt Royal Commission and is

Photo: Leanne Ho, Economic Justice Australia CEO

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER'S REPORT



embarking on a new project using the learnings from Robodebt. The project will examine issues
related to automation of decision-making in social security, to inform the development of an ethical
framework to underpin automation in Centrelink decision-making.

Workforce Australia, the new employment services model, involves automated decision-making at
various points – from development of a person’s job plan to implementation of suspensions and
penalties where a person fails to accrue sufficient points under the new Points Based Activation
System. Economic Justice Australia is concerned to ensure that vulnerable job seekers, many of
whom have partial capacity to work due to disability, illness or caring responsibilities, retain the
opportunity to negotiate suitable participation plans and have their individual circumstances taken
into account. Our members see to many people who have had their payments suspended or cancelled
when they cannot meet their mutual obligations and risk destitution and homelessness.

The overuse of automated systems not only limits the level of service delivery that can be provided
to clients with complex needs, but also risks deskilling of Centrelink staff who find it more and more
difficult to explain why a decision has been made. Ultimately this means that people will have less
access to justice as they do not have the information needed to appeal incorrect decisions. 

We were pleased to see that our advocacy was successful in avoiding the extension of the four-year
newly arrived residents waiting period to payments for families and carers, amendments which
would have led to increased poverty and social problems, and disincentivising migration to Australia
at a time when migrants are being seen by many as the solution to Australia’s skills shortages. 

This Annual Report highlights the impact we have made over the year in the achievement of the
objectives set out in our strategic plan. The impact of Economic Justice Australia’s work is also
often seen in the day to day – such as beneficial changes to policy guidelines to inform discretionary
decision-making, such as debt waiver. 

Finally, I’d like to thank our wonderfully engaged and strategic board and member centres who, in a
most challenging year for their legal services, have continued to contribute their expertise and case
studies to ensure that all of Economic Justice Australia’s work is grounded in solid casework
experience. 

Leanne Ho
CEO, Economic Justice Australia
September 2022
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Social Services Legislation Amendment (Consistent Waiting Periods for New Migrants) Bill 2021
(26 July 2021) and gave evidence at the hearing on the bill (13 September 2021);
Inquiry into the purpose, intent and adequacy of the Disability Support Pension (30 July 2021)
and gave evidence at the hearing (6 September 2021), with the final report heavily quoting
Economic Justice Australia’s submission and evidence provided at hearing;
Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights inquiry into the Social Security (Parenting
payment participation requirements – class of persons) Instrument 2021. The final report makes
recommendations in line with Economic Justice Australia’s submission/evidence at hearing to
make participation voluntary and to assess risk prior to imposing any suspension/penalty;
Senate Committee hearing (20 July 2021) giving evidence as part of the inquiry into the current
capability of the Australian Public Service;
Monash stakeholder consultation on the new National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women
and their Children (22 July 2021);
Senate Committee hearing into Centrelink’s compliance program (19 August 2021); 
Domestic Violence Economic Recovery Taskforce’s (DVERT) social security recommendations
submitted to then Minister Ruston’s office (21 October 2021);
Inquiry into the performance and integrity of Australia’s administrative review system (24
November 2021);
Survey on the new National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children submitted
to DSS (24 January 2022);
Social Security Amendment (Improved Child to Adult Transfer for Carer Payment and Carer
Allowance) Bill 2022 (4 March 2022);
Inquiry into the application of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples in Australia (24 June 2022).

Disadvantaged and vulnerable people are supported by fair and just social security system
We take the insights from our member centres’ casework to provide evidence-based advice to
government. We identify systemic issues in the social security system affecting the disadvantaged and
vulnerable people assisted by our legal centres. We make recommendations to Government on how to
address these systemic issues to make the social security system fair. 

The depth of practice experience in Economic Justice Australia’s team substantially increased this
year, with Linda Forbes’ 19 years at the Welfare Rights Centre NSW as well as nine years with the
Department of Social Security (which preceded Centrelink); and Emily Singh’s previous experience as
Principal Solicitor at Social Security Rights Victoria. Economic Justice Australia is recognised by the
Government and by organisations working in the community sector as delivering deep technical
expertise and comprehensive practical contributions to social security law and policy reform
discussions.

This year, Economic Justice Australia made submissions, gave evidence or provided feedback in
response to the following:

All of these submissions are published on our website.

https://www.ejaustralia.org.au/category/policy-submission/


Barriers to Disability Support Pension for people with psychiatric impairments (30 July 2021);
Compensation Preclusion Periods and the Impact of Covid-19 (25 August 2021);
Debts, Duress and Dob-ins (11 November 2021).

Support to disadvantaged and vulnerable people is increased as a result of any implementation
of recommendations made by Economic Justice Australia to government about how the social
security system can be improved

This year we have seen promising responses by government to the policy recommendations made in
Economic Justice Australia’s research reports, published on our website:

Economic Justice Australia presented the Debts, Duress and Dob-ins research report findings and
recommendations to 166 staff of the DSS social security stream and families team members
responsible for domestic violence-related policy on 16 November 2021. 

Economic Justice Australia provided feedback to Services Australia on its Operational Blueprint and
prosecution investigation guidelines relevant to family and domestic violence and continues to
engage on implementation of recommendations from the report, Debts, Duress and Dob-ins.

The DSS, Services Australia and relevant former Government Ministers (former Minister Anne Ruston
and former Shadow Minister Linda Burney and former Shadow Assistant Minister Jenny McAllister)
expressed openness to considering legislative change when we met to brief them and their offices
on proposed domestic violence reforms. We have launched a campaign to build support with the new
Government, including Minister for Social Services, Amanda Rishworth.
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Photo: Leanne Ho
(CEO), Katherine
Boyle (Deputy Chair
and Executive
Director, Welfare
Rights Centre NSW)
and Catherine Eagle
(Principal Solicitor,
Welfare Rights and
Advocacy Service
WA) giving evidence
at the Parliamentary
inquiry into family,
domestic and sexual
violence
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The Departments have also engaged with Economic Justice Australia on proposed changes to policy
on Compensation Preclusion Periods and Disability Support Pension.

Economic Justice Australia provided Services Australia with advice on Pandemic Leave Disaster
Payment and Disaster Payment eligibility on an as-needed basis. We provide ongoing feedback to the
Department of Employment and Workplace Relations (DEWR) on the transition to Workforce Australia
via ongoing fortnightly meetings and input on administration of mutual obligation requirements. 

Economic Justice Australia continues to liaise with Services Australia and DSS to address erroneous
assessment of National Redress Payments as income, and also regarding cancellation of SHEV
holders’ Special Benefit payments despite continued eligibility. Feedback on a day-to-day basis has
resulted in improvements to the Service Australia website, and reviews of remote service officer and
social worker allocations. Our longer-term advocacy efforts have contributed to significant wins like
the abandonment of the extension of the newly arrived residents waiting period to payments for
carers and families, and the Robodebt class action and Royal Commission.

Photos: (clockwise from top left)
cover of Debts, Duress and Dob-ins
research report; cover of
Compensation Preclusion Periods and
the Impact of COVID-19 research
report; cover of Barriers to Disability
Support Pension for People with
Psychiatric Impairments research
report; Genevieve Bolton (Chair and
Principal Solicitor/Executive Director,
Canberra Community Law), Catherine
Eagle (Principal Solicitor, Welfare
Rights and Advocacy Service WA) and
Emily Singh (Policy and
Communications Officer and former
Principal Solicitor, Social Security
Rights Victoria) attending Department
of Social Services biannual meeting.

Economic Justice Australia's research
reports are available on our website.

https://www.ejaustralia.org.au/policy-and-research/research-reports/
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Government and other key stakeholders are engaged with Economic Justice Australia through
its effective communications, maximising the likelihood of recommendations being
implemented

Since launching its presence on social media platforms in 2020 - Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn -
with a new organisation name and brand, Economic Justice Australia has been able to leverage its
increased profile to step up its direct engagement with government Ministers and departments.
Building a community of allied organisations to support its advocacy asks and messaging has
strengthened Economic Justice Australia’s influence.

Economic Justice Australia’s recommendations on Disability Support Pension Reform led the sector
response to the Inquiry.

Key domestic violence organisations and women’s community legal services wrote to relevant
Ministers in support of Economic Justice Australia’s domestic violence social security reform
proposals. 

Photo: Leanne Ho (CEO) presenting at ANROW conference on proposed domestic violence law reform 

Awareness in the broader community of why a fair social security system is important for
everyone is increased as a result of engagement with Economic Justice Australia’s effective
communications

Public engagement with Economic Justice Australia’s messaging on the importance of a fair social
security system has increased as a result of its social media presence, launching of a YouTube
channel, as well as appearances in traditional media.
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Leanne Ho, CEO, was a panelist on 'Eliminating economic abuse: Fixing the system, supporting
survivors, disarming perpetrators' for Economic Abuse Awareness Day;
Leanne Ho, CEO, and Catherine Eagle, Principal Solicitor (Welfare Rights & Advocacy Service WA)
were interviewed by ABC Radio National AM on social security reform for DV victims;
Featured in multiple articles about the National Women’s Safety Summit;
Featured in a Canberra Times article about the Senate Inquiry into DSP;
Featured in an ABC News article on Centrelink's 'member of a couple' test.

Media appearances 2021-22

Examples of our most popular social media posts in 2021-22
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Disability Support Pension: Eligibility, Challenges and Resources (10 June 2021 with SSRV & CLCQ);
A Practical Guide to TPD (Psycho-Social Disability) Claims - financial relief for permanent
disablement, ill or injured (13 April 2022 with CLCQ);
The New Employment Services Model and Workforce Australia (5 May 2022 with ACOSS);
The New Employment Services Model - What's new? What's changed? (15 Jun 2022 with CLCQ).

88% Strongly Agree or Agree - 'I was satisfied with the content of the conference program'
92% Strongly Agree or Agree - 'I was satisfied with the quality of the speakers'
88% Strongly Agree or Agree - 'I felt the conference gave me an opportunity to learn new ideas
and develop skills'
What attendees enjoyed most about the conference:

'Practical and detailed information'
'Confirmation that everyone else struggles with the same things I do and is just as frustrated
with matters as I am. Always nice to know that I am not alone in that. Nice to get
confirmation from more experienced workers that I am on the right track with client work'
'The engaging presentations, particularly on day one, and the opportunity to hear about
initiatives from CLCs around Australia, such as the disaster preparedness and remote
outreach in Queensland.'
'The variety of topics and the high level of presentations. Seeing our colleagues.'

Our membership is strong and engaged
The capacity of member centres to undertake their centre’s social security-related work is
developed and supported through the facilitation of training, development of resources and
information sharing.

2021/22 webinars:

2021 Annual Conference feedback:

Photo: Leanne Ho (CEO) and Katherine Boyle (Deputy Chair and Executive Director, Welfare Rights Centre NSW) - radio interview on Yarra Valley FM 



THANKS TO OUR
PARTNERS
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Economic Justice Australia is sustainable
Economic Justice Australia’s core funding is from a DSS grant agreement. We appreciate the
Department’s ongoing support and engagement. 

The sustainability of Economic Justice Australia’s work has been bolstered with philanthropic funding
support this year from Kapscalu Rejenerative Fund and the Shepherd Family Foundation.

Volunteer and internship program 
UTS Brennan Award volunteer and communications/law student, Lucia Mai, resumed volunteering with
Economic Justice Australia this year before taking on employment as a project officer to organise and
run the Economic Justice Australia Annual Conference 2022 and manage the transition of our data to a
CRM.

Pro bono partners
The generous pro bono contributions of law firms provided much appreciated support for Economic
Justice Australia’s capacity to deliver a high volume and quality of expert law reform and policy advice,
and manage its own operations. 

Hall & Wilcox provided high quality legal research and drafting assistance to assist in researching and
publication of our reports on compensation preclusion periods and Covid 19, the use of outdated
‘handicapped’ language in the social security law, and the proposed Remote Engagement Program trial
that was to replace the Community Development Program.

Wotton + Kearney provided a graduate lawyer secondee one a day a week to support the development
of major projects focusing on domestic violence reform and automation in social security.



The following case studies have been selected from those published in Economic Justice Australia’s
Social Security Rights Review and research reports, to highlight areas of focus for Economic Justice
Australia’s work in the previous and coming year. All names have been changed to protect privacy.

COVID impacts for compensation lump sum recipients
Lisa is a single mother who received a compensation payout after she sustained significant injuries
from a workplace accident. As a result of her compensation payout, she was precluded from receiving
Centrelink income support payments for eight years. Lisa had been managing her finances efficiently
to support herself, until she had no choice but to provide financial assistance to her son, who had lost
his job due to COVID-19 and was unable to secure another. In doing so, Lisa’s compensation payout ran
out during her preclusion period. Lisa applied for JobSeeker Payment, however, Centrelink refused her
application due to the compensation preclusion period. Lisa appealed but the Centrelink Authorised
Review Officer affirmed the decision, giving no consideration to the fact that Lisa’s son had lost his job
due to COVID-19 and was unable to find employment due to the continued restrictions. Lisa was left in
severe financial hardship and facing eviction as she was unable to pay rent. Further, Lisa was unable to
find employment due to her ongoing injuries and is unable to rely on her friends and family for financial
support as many of them were also unable to work during protracted COVID-19 public health
restrictions.

Economic Justice Australia is working with the DSS to improve guidance on the exercise of
discretion in social security decision-making, including the policies in relation to compensation
preclusion periods, based on its research.

Waiting period for migrants' access to social security
Justina is a survivor of domestic violence who separated from her partner in September 2018, after he
made threats to kill her and their unborn child. She had moved from Papua New Guinea to Australia to
be with her partner. Once she arrived in Australia, her partner’s behaviour became jealous and
controlling and there was increasing domestic violence. Whenever she tried to leave the relationship
and seek help, her partner would threaten to have Justina deported. 
 
Townsville Community Law advised Justina on her rights and assisted her to successfully obtain her
permanent residency in 2019. Centrelink had told her that she would be able to apply for Parenting
Payment after two years of permanent residency. She understood that she would be eligible for Single
Parenting Payment (SPP) from April 2021 as she would have satisfied the two-year newly arrived
resident’s waiting period (NARWP). What she didn't know was the NARWP for Parenting Payment was
extended from two to four years from January 2019.
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CASE STUDIES

https://www.ejaustralia.org.au/compensation-preclusion-periods/


Due to the special coronavirus income support measure in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Justina
was able to claim Parenting Payment as the NARWP was temporarily waived. Having Parenting Payment
made a huge difference to Justina and her 2 year old child and their ability to rebuild a safe and stable
life after experience family and domestic violence. She was able to start saving money for emergencies
and was assisted by ParentsNext to help with the costs of studying. Being on the payment also meant
that Justina could work some extra hours as it did not deduct as much from her payment. 
 
When the special coronavirus income support measures were wound back in March this year, Justina
was told that her Parenting Payment would be cancelled from 1 April because the waiver no longer
applied, and that she was in fact subject to a four-year NARWP for Parenting payment – running to April
2023. 
 
Our member centre assisted Justina with applying for an exemption to the Parenting Payment NARWP,
and then with an appeal against refusal of the exemption. Justina’s appeal was eventually successful
but pending consideration of the appeal Justina was at least entitled to Family Tax Benefit A and B for
her child. However, the changes proposed in the budget meant that single parents like Justina who
become permanent residents from 1 January 2022 would not even have access to this basic payment
which is meant to ensure that no child lives in poverty in Australia.

Economic Justice Australia’s advocacy efforts, including submission and evidence provided at
hearing, contributed to the Government’s decision to withdraw the bill extending the four year
NARWP to payments for children and carers.

Partial capacity to work and mutual obligations
Living on JobSeeker Payment (JSP), with little guidance about medical evidence required for a
Disability Support Pension (DSP) claim, Candice first applied for DSP three years ago. She has an
intellectual disability, with low literacy and does not know how to use a computer. Up until recently,
Candice enjoyed working and she has worked for most of her life. However, a long period in hospital due
to kidney disease resulted in her resigning from her job. To meet preconditions for DSP, Candice was
placed on a ‘program of support’. Meanwhile, her only income is JSP. This payment was cancelled twice
when hospital stays prevented her from reporting to her Disability Employment Service (DES) provider.
Candice says that her first DSP claim was rejected because she didn’t provide the right information.
Candice does not understand why. Her doctor had provided a letter to explain the nature of her
condition, but it was not considered suitable evidence. She subsequently presented at a disability
advocacy service for assistance and a new claim was commenced. Candice says that if someone had
explained to her doctor what was needed it would have made things easier. Also, having a lifelong
intellectual disability, she has not needed to undertake any disability assessments since she was at
school.

Economic Justice Australia’s submission and recommendations to the inquiry on Disability Support
Pension were heavily cited in the Senate Committee’s report, including the removal of the Program
of Support, and is advocating for the report recommendations to be implemented. 
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It pleases me to present the 2021-2022 audited Financial Report for Economic Justice Australia Inc.
Rucker Audit and Assurance Pty Ltd conducted our financial audit and have issued an unmodified
opinion.

The last year has seen Economic Justice Australia achieve an increased surplus in terms of income
and expenditure in the amount of $13,624. The Secretariat funding from the DSS which remains at
$250,000 per annum was fully expended in 2021-2022. The bulk of the surplus came from increased
income received through Conference registrations and charitable donations received toward the end
of the financial year coupled with a small reduction in overall expenses for the year. 

In terms of the balance sheet the current assets of the association as at 30 June 2022 was $129,491
including cash at bank of $121,511 and prepayments/refunds and security deposit (bond) of $7,980. The
total liabilities for the association as at 30 June 2022 was $54,695 which included trade and other
payables and current and non current employee provisions. The net assets of the association are
$79,098. Economic Justice Australia continues to be able to pay all its liabilities when they fall due.

I would like to acknowledge the work of Janine Lindsay who has been the Bookkeeper for Economic
Justice Australia since December 2021. 

Kate Beaumont
Treasurer, Economic Justice Australia
November 2022
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